Food Insecurity in Durham Participant Questions

WHY DOES FOOD INSECURITY EXIST?
· What are the major causes of food insecurity in Durham?  Is this problem getting worse or improving?
· Why is food insecurity in North Carolina higher than the national average, when we have so many financial and natural resources?

WHO IS AFFECTED?  

· How big a problem is food insecurity in Durham?

· How many of our residents suffer from food insecurity?  What percentage of the population do they comprise?

· What members of the Durham community are not being served or are not being served adequately? 

· What are the characteristics of the food insecure population—e.g., ages, citizenship status, English-speaking, residency status, mobility and disability status, special food requirements?

· Is food insecurity localized to specific neighborhoods, and if so, where are those areas?

· Are there any food deserts in Durham?  

· What is the pattern of food insecurity among different demographic groups such as children, the elderly, families, and the working poor?  

HOW ARE WE ADDRESSING FOOD INSECURITY? 
· What is being done to combat food insecurity in Durham?  What, if any, plans are “in the works” to reduce this problem in the future?
· Which organizations are addressing this issue?  How do they cooperate (assuming they do)?

· What local involvement is currently in place addressing food insecurity in Durham?
· Is there a local agency acting as a clearing house/resource center to coordinate any local activity already addressing the issue?

· What programs have been particularly successful that can be expanded?  

· What resources are there for people facing food insecurity?

· What food services are available to this population, and what are the eligibility requirements for these services (e.g., citizenship, residency, age, family status) and barriers to receiving the services (e.g., transportation, stigma, knowledge of the services)?

· How has the law limiting the number of weeks people can receive unemployment benefits affected their ability to be adequately fed?

· How can we transform restaurant and retail surplus into a food source for those in need?

HOW DO THE FOOD INSECURE ACCESS SERVICES? WHAT ARE THE BARRIERS?

· How does a person find out about what is available and how they qualify?

· I’m a huge proponent in supporting local farms and the farmer’s market.  I know the Durham Farmer’s Market takes SNAP but I rarely see anyone using them.  I think it’s a transportation issue as well as an education issue regarding how to use produce once they get it home.  I’m interested in how we can solve both of these issues.

· How does a person go about accessing assistance to provide food for themselves and their family?  What barriers exist?

· How do we make it easier for young children to have access to healthy food early in life?  

· Can the people who need resources take part in making decisions?

· What other services and/or organizations do the food insecure population utilize in the area—health services, government programs such as Medicaid/CHIP or housing services, schools, non-profit or religious organization services—that may be used to distribute either food or information on food services? 
WHAT CAN INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS DO TO HELP WITH FOOD INSECURITY? 
