OLLI at Duke Fall 2018 Food Insecurity in Durham: A Community Engagement Course
Guidelines for Community Partners
As a community representative addressing the issue of food insecurity in the Durham community, please consider partnering with us in an exciting new venture. 

The Fall 2018 Food Insecurity in Durham: A Community Engagement Course is a ten-week course that begins the week of September 10 and ends the week of November 30. The course will promote productive working relationships between participants and community representatives addressing the issue of food insecurity in the Durham community.  Working in small groups of 4-6 persons, participants will develop projects in collaboration with three (3) community representative(s) that address an aspect of food insecurity in the community. 
This course is the first project of the Community Engagement Special Interest Group, newly formed in Fall 2017 in collaboration with OLLI’s Advisory Council and Administration. The Committee seeks to develop long-term relationships with community partners to assist them in addressing key issues and needs they have identified by providing small groups of OLLI members with the skills required to address them. The small groups will work under the supervision of the community partner.

Because the course is a pilot venture, community partners will need to be flexible in the interest of laying the foundation for a long-term relationship that should yield significant benefits to the partner and the Durham community in the years ahead. OLLI members provide a highly experienced and motivated cadre of volunteers capable of working with minimal supervision.

Sample projects, not necessarily related to the issue of food insecurity, include increasing student engagement in an after-school and weekend youth program where prospective participants are geographically disbursed with limited transportation options; developing a meal distribution service for senior citizens through organizations rather than individual volunteers; and seeding support for a mediation center in Durham.   
Expectations:

· Oversee the development and planning of a self-contained project with a small group of OLLI members during a 10-week period

· Depending on the interest of the partner and the OLLI members, implement the project over a 6-12 month period following the completion of the course.

Community Partner Availability:

1. Provide an orienting presentation during class session 3, 4 or 5 (see next page)
2. Meet with small group of OLLI members outside of class time a minimum of two times in the month following the orienting presentation and be available for questions
3. Attend and possibly participate in the final small group presentation during sessions 7, 8 or 9 (see next page) 

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to partnering with you. For further information, please contact Virginia Lee, vlee31@yahoo.com, 919-314-7071.

The Fall 2018 Community Engagement Course on Food Insecurity Instructional Team: 

Beth Anderson, Valerie Duncan, Matt Epstein, Virginia Lee, Lou Millin.

Class Schedule (Note: The class will meet Thursday afternoons, 3:15-4:45 PM at the Judea Reform Congregation in Durham)
Dates: 
September 10, 2018 – Start of Fall term classes


October 22-26, 2018 – Fall Break


November 19-23, 2018 – Thanksgiving Break


November 30, 2018 – Last day of classes

1. September 13: Introductions - overview of the class.   Provide overview of Durham, its people, institutions, demographics, political structure, challenges, etc.  Possible guest speaker.

2. September 20: Continue topics of Class 1.  Present topics, have people choose topics, discuss process of creating projects, etc.  Discuss other areas of need and opportunities to get involved.

3. September 27: Presentation by first community representative on their organization, successes and challenges, and issue/area in need of OLLI support.

4. October 4: Presentation by second community representative on their organization, successes and challenges, and issue/area in need of OLLI support.

5. October 11: Presentation by third community representative on their organization, successes and challenges, and issue/area in need of OLLI support.

6. October 18: Groups present informal progress reports on their projects and provide feedback to each other.

7. November 1: Presentation by students and first community representative laying out their project and taking questions and recommendations.

8. November 8: Presentation by students and second community representative laying out their project and taking questions and recommendations from the class.

9. November 15: Presentation by students and third community representative laying out their project and taking questions and recommendations from the class.

10. November 29: Wrap up primarily with input by students reviewing how things worked, lessons learned, recommendations for future classes, discussion about ongoing involvement of students whether implementing project or otherwise staying engaged with the topic.

